
January 12, 2021 
 
 
Dear brethren, 
 
Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ. 
 
I pray this report finds you healthy and well.  It’s been quite a year for all of us.  Since I have not 
been among most of the churches who support my work this past year, I hope this report will 
give you an idea of what I have been up to in 2020. 
 

How Covid-19 affected my work in 2020 
 
Early on in the pandemic, our family had to make some hard choices.  One member of our 
family has a compromised immune system.  Consequently, our doctors advised us to approach 
our lives with the utmost caution.  We were advised to consider ourselves in the highest risk 
category, to limit all unnecessary travel, and to maintain isolation to the best degree possible.  
 
These realities forced me to dramatically change my summer schedule.  With the support of my 
eldership, I withdrew from all meetings, vacation Bible schools, and out-of-town speaking 
engagements through the end of August.  At the beginning of August, I re-evaluated the 
situation and decided to extend that decision until the end of 2020.  I am very grateful for the 
many different congregations who accepted my decision with understanding and expressed 
their support in a variety of ways. 
 
In October, a physician lowered our family from “highest risk” to the “elevated risk” category.  In 
doing so, the doctor advised us to follow CDC guidelines and to be vaccinated when it was 
available.  With local cases spiking in November-December, our family chose to remain 
cautious.  We assume a little more risk than we did in the summer, but we remain prudent so 
that we can continue helping our local churches through these turbulent times.  
 
What decisions I will make for 2021 remain to be determined.  
 
Having dispensed with all of that, here’s what I’ve been up to for the past year. 
 

Meetings 
 
I participated in two meetings this year. 
 
January:  I held a weekend meeting in Martensdale, IA. 
 



June: the brethren at Excelsior Springs allowed me to record my teaching sessions for their 
annual teen meeting.  I’m thankful for John Lee stepping in to man the in-person portion of the 
instruction and fellowship.  The study covered the Sermon on the Mount.  Here’s the video: 
https://youtu.be/JW1NJRRN5b4. 

Local churches 
 
In late 2019, I decided to curb my out-of-town schedule to focus more on my work locally.  This 
decision was helped by the pandemic (as I discussed above).  Consequently, I spent more time 
with the local churches in 2020 than I have in previous years. 
 
I continue to maintain evangelistic oversight at Unionville and Memphis. When we moved here 
in 2014, I had assumed the oversight at Memphis the previous fall.  After getting acquainted 
with Unionville for a year, I assumed oversight in 2015.  My goal is to be with each church on a 
regular basis to preach a sermon and/or teach the adult class as well as maintain fellowship 
with both groups.  

 
One very positive 
development in 2020 
was the appointment of 
two elders and one 
deacon at the church at 
Martinstown.  In 2013, 
Darl Davis — the lone 
elder at Martinstown — 
and I set out to 
encourage the 
congregation to add 
deacons and elders. 
With the appointments 
this past October, 
Martinstown now has 
three elders and three 
deacons.  I praise God 
for the spiritual growth I 
have seen these past 
six years.  
 
In addition to Unionville, 
Memphis, and 
Martinstown, I spent 

Sundays with Meadville, Pollock, Chariton, and White Oak in 2020.  
 

https://youtu.be/JW1NJRRN5b4


When Covid lockdowns went into place in March, I helped the local churches stream an online 
service on Sundays.  We started on Facebook Live and eventually moved to YouTube Live.  My 
home congregation on Smart Road joined us as did brethren from all over the US.  If you’re 
curious about how these were handled, here’s a sample video from mid-April: 
 
https://youtu.be/0ZgEf5326hc 
 
As the spring pandemic lockdown wore on, I helped the local churches by providing a 
Wednesday evening study of Philippians and 1 Peter during the months of April and May. 
Those studies can be found on my YouTube Channel, The Gospel Saves: 
 
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLVM3EBgIB-ruayptXl_QNTUSNl5CHxcoh 
 
The first couple of studies in Philippians were conducted over Facebook live with the remainder 
happening on my YouTube Channel.  Like the Sunday morning studies, we had brethren 
watching these Wednesday evenings from Indiana to California (and everywhere in between). 
 
I was really glad to offer this option temporarily.  This allowed congregations to begin planning 
and implementing their own plans for outdoor services, FM broadcast services, “Zoom church,” 
or in-person meetings depending on the congregation and their particular set of circumstances.  
 

VBR 
 
Video Bible Readings, a digital project overseen by Dwain Stoops and Tom Allen, has been a 
nice addition to Facebook and YouTube.  In late 2019, I recorded the book of Galatians.  Those 
videos posted in early 2020.  When my 2020 summer schedule opened up, I contacted Dwain to 
propose recording the first part of the book of Romans in the fall.  He accepted my proposal.  
 
I began outlining Romans over the summer and have recorded seven videos so far with outlines 
for three more videos complete as I type this report.  The plan is to release chapters 1-5:11 later 
this spring (approximately 16-20 videos), with additional rounds of videos over the next two to 
three years, Lord willing.  
 
I am really thankful to be a part of this project and I appreciate Dwain accepting my proposal. 
 

Outreach 

Radio broadcasts 
 
I continue to record weekly radio broadcasts for the churches of Northern Missouri.  You can 
hear my lessons every Sunday morning from 9:00-9:15 on KCHI, Chillicothe, MO.  (I understand 

https://youtu.be/0ZgEf5326hc
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLVM3EBgIB-ruayptXl_QNTUSNl5CHxcoh


the broadcast can be heard through online radio apps if you are not in the area.)  This past year, 
the broadcast was sponsored by the churches of Pollock, Unionville, Brookfield, Fayette, and 
Meadville.  In 2021, Braymer will join as a sponsor of the program. 
 
This past year, I led an exegetical study of 1 Corinthians.  Once it concluded in October, I 
shifted the focus of the program toward a more proactive outreach theme.  From November - 
January 2021, I have been (and will be) talking about the problem of evil.  
 
To spiff up the radio broadcast, Michael Eldridge, the brother who produces “Acapeldridge,” 
recorded a version of “Just As I Am” at my request.  You can hear his work at the beginning and 
end of the broadcast.  Here’s a sample broadcast, “Finding Purpose in Suffering”: 
 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/eo726u7zxjdp47o/Ep%2022%20-%20Finding%20Purpose%20in%2
0Suffering.wav?dl=0 
 
In February 2021, I will begin a series of lessons on “What the Bible Says About _______.” 
Each week, the blank will be filled in by one question from the top twenty questions asked on 
gotquestions.org. 
 

The Gospel Saves (www.thegospelsaves.me) 
 
For several years, I held a desire to turn my weekly radio broadcast into a companion podcast. 
With more time on my hands, I was able to do so.  You can find “The Gospel Saves” podcast on 
Apple (on either iTunes or their Podcast app), Google Play, and Spotify.  
 
To expand the reach and scope further, I began recording videos of my sessions and posting 
them on The Gospel Saves YouTube channel and Facebook Page.  I am adding Instagram 
(IGTV) in January 2021.  Here is a sample of one of my most recent videos, “Living for Eternity”: 
 
https://youtu.be/3FPntCyu2aM 
 
I am particularly indebted to Nick Hermon for his help with launching the podcast.  Nick helped 
me learn the ropes on video editing and provided graphic animation for the early iterations of the 
podcast.  I appreciate his God-given talent and his desire to put it to use in the kingdom. 
 
This past fall, Tad Morris and I tried something new (to us) — we recorded an hour-long video 
chat on the topic of “Science and the Bible.”  If you did not see it on Facebook, you can catch it 
on YouTube:  
 
https://youtu.be/ebZsTUZN9jM.  
 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/eo726u7zxjdp47o/Ep%2022%20-%20Finding%20Purpose%20in%20Suffering.wav?dl=0
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This was a significant undertaking in terms of preparation and production. As time for 
preparation, recording and production allows, I hope to record more of these video-chats in the 
future. 
 
Here’s where you can find all of The Gospel Saves (TGS) content: 
 

● Website:  www.thegospelsaves.me 
● Subscribe to TGS podcast:  www.thegospelsaves.me/subscribe 
● Contact TGS:  www.thegospelsaves.me/contact 
● TGS blogs:  www.thegospelsaves.me/blogs 
● TGS videos:  www.thegospelsaves.me/videos 
● TGS on Facebook:  https://bit.ly/2Iy2B4F 
● TGS on Instagram:  @thegospelsavesme 
● TGS YouTube Channel:  https://bit.ly/2IwRYPs 

 
Another desire I have long held is to have a Bible study for visitors on the website.  On my 
contact page, I have listed video-chat Bible studies as an option.  I recently began studying with 
someone who contacted me through this avenue. 
 
In addition, John Morris and I are in the process of converting a study he wrote this past year 
into an online study using Google Forms.  We began work on it in July. In September, we 
shared a Beta version with several people who have been active in personal evangelism.  We 
received a lot of excellent feedback.  In the last quarter of 2020, John reworked the study and 
we are in the process of re-building the online version.  
 

In Closing 
 
2020 was a strange year for us.  Our family missed the fellowship of brethren immensely.  But 
2020 was not without its silver linings.  Because my road schedule was curbed significantly, I 
was around home more which allowed for more family time than normal.  We teamed up with 
our neighbors to raise meat chickens in the late spring and butchered them in June.  I was able 
to spend time exploring ways to get the gospel out to people who have not heard the good 
news.  I spent more time with our local congregations -- Unionville in particular -- than I have in 
past years.  I have loved the spirit of cooperation, conviction, and perseverance I have seen in 
our local congregations.  It’s beautiful to see people stick together and find ways to make the 
best of a difficult situation.  
 
Please accept my thanks, and my family’s thanks, for your prayers, support, and love.  God 
willing, I look forward to good times of fellowship together in the future.  God be with you and 
keep you. 
 
Brotherly, 
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Wade Stanley 
Evangelist, Church of Christ 
Email:  wadestanley@gmail.com 
Call or text:  660-234-8991 
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