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Greetings once again in The Lord’s name.  I 

hope and pray this new year is finding you well 

in His care. 

To be sure, it has been a very unique year to 

say the least, with the many trials we have all 

had to deal with all along the spectrum.  We have 

tried to navigate these tumultuous waters through 

our faith in our Creator remembering Christ is 

still Lord over His church and His people, as He 

promised He would be until He gives it over to 

His Father at the end of time as we know it.  

Through these trials, perhaps we can now have a 

keener understanding and appreciation that we 

truly are strangers and pilgrims.  We, as the 

Lord’s people, are not of this world.  It is NOT 

our home.  We wait for the impending Redemp-

tion at the coming of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ.  We only need to hold fast to Him and 

His Ways to remain faithful until death, and He 

will grant us a crown of eternal life.  These light 

afflictions are truly nothing compared to what He 

has in store for His people! 

Obviously, my work has been affected by 

Covid, although since May I have been able to 

do most of my normal work and travels among 

the churches.  Before Covid began in earnest, I 

was able to regularly meet with the church at 

Chama, NM.  However, at the end of March, 

they decided it best not to meet.  Since that time 

they still have not met.  They said they would 

contact me when they decided to meet again, but 

that has not yet come to fruition.  I will still be 

willing to meet with them when they decide to 

resume. 

As was the rest of these united states, we 

were in lockdown mode during April and May.  

During that time, we were able to meet with a 

number of congregations in the virtual environ-

ment.  These congregations included Long 

Beach, CA, Itasca, IL, Eldon, MO, Chapel Glen, 

Indianapolis, IN, San Jose, CA, and Pima, AZ.  I 

was thankful for that option, for it is better than 

not meeting at all, but meeting virtually is not an 

equal option to meeting in person.  I was forced 

to cancel my regular Spring trip to the Midwest 

as well. 

One of the highlights of the year was the 

blessing we had of appointing elders to the 

church at Williams.  The Lord allowed me to 

appoint brothers Lee Hensen and Gary Brackett 

to the eldership just before (literally) Covid be-

gan raging.  That has offered some stability to 

the congregation to be sure.  Unfortunately, it is 

tenuous.  Lee is in his 80s and Gary at present is 

dealing with Covid, though reports are he is on 

the mend.  May God be merciful.  This is a goal I 

never thought could be achieved.  May the Lord 

allow it to be continued as long as possible. 

Since things started opening up in late May, 

I began meeting in person again with the Lord’s 

churches.  Here in AZ we at first had what I call 

“lock-down” lite, especially when compared to 

much of the country.  For those 2 months you 

were encouraged, if you were healthy, to get out 

and exercise.  While our local mall was closed, I 

still was able to walk outside.  However, it was 

very cold and VERY WINDY as is normal that 

time of year!  We are talking consistent 30 to 50 

mph gusts and temps in the teens and twenties.  I 

was SO thankful the mall reopened, and I could 

resume my daily am 2-hour walk inside!  Most 

of the eating establishments were open for take-

out or delivery.  We did our best to try to keep 

these small businesses open. 

Things are now mostly open here in AZ, for 

I call it “Free Arizona”.  Since May I have re-

sumed my regular work except for Chama and 

Union Hills.  The Union Hills congregation has 

elected to meet for a very short assembly on 

Lord’s Day mornings, and they feel like my 

work would be better spent with congregations 

who had full meetings.  My working with Pima 

and Huachuca City has continued as normal with 

both classes and exhortation periods.  Williams 

has resumed since May with shorter Lord’s Day 

morning meetings, but they also have been meet-

ing Wednesday evenings as per normal.  Among 

these 3 congregations I have been teaching clas-

ses on such topics as the Ephesian letter, the He-

brew letter, Proverbs, Jesus’ Sermon on the 

Mount and a journey through the Old Testament.  

I might add that some good things may be in the 

process of positively affecting the churches at 

Pima and Huachuca City.  I will hope to speak of 
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2 Timothy 1:9 
9 who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, 

not according to our works, but according to His 

own purpose and grace which was given to us 

in Christ Jesus before time began, 
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these blessings more directly in my next report, 

God-willing. 

I have also resumed my working with the 

White Rock, NM congregation regularly every 3 

months or so.  They are a great blessing to me in 

many ways.  Until recently, they have been able 

to meet outside, but due to the cold, they had to 

cease that practice.  I am scheduled to be with 

them at the first of March.  We shall see.  New 

Mexico has been in virtual lock-down, though 

the brethren have welcomed me if I chose to 

come. 

Since I had to change my schedule, since I 

am not longer going to Chama monthly as I was 

before, the brethren at Long Beach, CA has 

asked if I could more regularly include them.  

They have had to have virtual meetings due to 

CA’s extreme measures in my estimation.  Their 

meetings are centered from the Manning house-

hold with a few meeting at their house and the 

rest meeting virtually.  They have given me the 

option of meeting virtually from my home or 

driving to the Mannings and speaking from 

there.  I much preferred to meet in person when I 

have the choice.  Thus far I have had no prob-

lems with authorities in either Cali or New Mex-

ico going or coming.  I travel as safe as possible 

by washing my hands constantly, cleaning up 

when I arrive, practicing social distancing and 

wearing a mask when I am asked to. 

I have decided, for various reasons, that I 

will not ask our government’s permission to 

serve my brothers and sisters.  Some of the 

measures do seem to be a bit draconian and in-

consistent in my estimation.  And of course, the 

obvious hypocrisy of some of our elected leaders 

has been appalling!  I have been meeting with 

congregations, and I plan to continue meeting 

with them as they see fit.  I let the individual 

congregations decide what parameters they set, 

and I abide by their decisions.  I have no problem 

with this conviction. 

During the era of Covid I have found myself 

writing a bit more, even more than usual.  I write 

various articles for various congregations at their 

invitation.  I do enjoy writing, and it gives me an 

opportunity to continue to work toward edifying 

the body in an additional small measure. 

I was able to travel to the Midwest for my 

regular Autumn trip among the churches.  It was 

so good to see the brothers and sisters again!  

God was good. 

Personally, our family has been kept well 

with regard to Covid thus far.  Becky and I have 

worked very hard to keep it away from uncle 

Ray.  The grace of God has allowed us to be safe 

from it thus far.  However, this is not to say we 

will not get it yet.  I have read that many esti-

mate as many as 80% of Americans will get it by 

the time it runs its course, if it ever does.  In my 

observation, I have seen and heard of Covid in-

fecting people who do or do not wear masks, do 

or do not practice social distancing, stay home or 

do not stay home, remain isolated or get out.  

That seems to be the way of such viruses. 

I am planning to visit a number of congrega-

tions this coming Spring, God-willing.  These 

churches range from Iowa to Indiana to Virginia 

to Pennsylvania.  I pray the Lord will allow such 

a journey as we continue to ger through this. 

I wish to thank you all for your support, fi-

nancial and otherwise.  The churches have been 

extremely generous in their endeavor to help us 

through these times. 

May God continue to bless and keep you all.  

For those of you who have suffered much from 

this virus, may you find a measure of His Com-

fort and Peace.  May we always look toward our 

Hope. 

 

      Love, 

      Jay 
 

 

 

 

Philippians 3:20-21 
20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from 

which we also eagerly wait for the Sav-

ior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will 

transform our lowly body that it may be 

conformed to His glorious body, accord-

ing to the working by which He is able 

even to subdue all things to Himself. 


