
Wednesday Evening Adult Class 
October-November, 2022 

Agape Love 
1 Corinthians 13 

 
              Date                           Topic                        Teacher 
 
Oct 5 Patient and Kind Gerald C 
Oct 12 Does not Envy or Boast Jerry M 
Oct 19 Not Arrogant or Rude Dan S 
Oct 26 Does not Seek its Own Mike A 
Nov 2 Not Easily Provoked, 

Thinks no Evil 
Adam C 

Nov 9 Does not Rejoice in 
Iniquity, but Rejoices in 
Truth 

Andy A 

Nov 16 Bears All Things, Believes 
All Things 

Joey F 

Nov 23 Hopes All Things, 
Endures All Things 

Blake S 

Nov 30 Love Never Ends Shane L 
 
  



Patient and Kind 
• What is the context for this exhortation on love? 
• How does agape love differ from other ideas of love? 
• What does the word “longsuffering” or “patient” mean here? 
• Where else is this word used in the NT? 
• What are some examples in the bible of demonstrating patience? 
• How does being patient affect others around us? 
• What does the word “kind” mean in this passage? 
• What are some examples of kindness in the bible? 
• How does being kind affect others? 

 
Does not Envy or Boast 

• What is the meaning of “envy” in this passage?  
• Where else is this word used in the NT? 
• Is it always wrong to envy?  What makes envy bad? 
• What are some examples of envy in the bible?  What was the result? 
• How does envy affect our relationships with others? 
• What is the meaning of “boast” in this passage? 
• What examples do we find in the bible of boasting?  
• What might be the motivation for boasting? 
• How does boasting affect those around us? 

 
Not Arrogant or Rude 

• What is the meaning of “arrogant” or “puffed up” in this passage? 
• Where else is this word used in the NT? 
• What are some examples of arrogance in the bible? 
• What would cause someone to be puffed up? 
• What is the difference between arrogance and boastful?  Is a boaster 

always arrogant?  Is an arrogant person always boastful? 
• How does arrogance affect our relationships with others?  How about our 

relationship to God? 
• What is the meaning of “unseemly” or “rudely” in this passage? 
• Are there any examples of rudeness in the bible? 
• What is the result of rude behavior?  How does it affect our relationships 

with others? 



• Have you ever been embarrassed or made to feel uncomfortable by coarse 
jokes or language? 

• What are some possible motivations for rude behavior? 
 
Does not Seek its Own 

• What is the meaning of the phrase, “seek its own”?  What synonyms might 
be used here? 

• What are some examples of selfishness in the bible? 
• How might a person know if they are selfish?  What are the characteristics? 
• What is at the root of selfishness?   
• What effect does selfishness have on the individual who has it?  What 

might a selfish person be missing in life? 
• How does selfishness affect relationships with others? 
• Does this mean I should have no consideration for myself?  Should I never 

try to please myself? 
• Is selfishness always visible to others?  Can it be hidden? 
• What are some biblical examples of the opposite; selflessness?   
• How does selflessness benefit the individual? How does it affect others? 
• How might this affect our efforts to spread the gospel? 

 
Not Easily Provoked, Thinks no Evil 

• What does the word “provoked” mean here?   Why is the word “easily” 
used to modify it? 

• What does the bible say about being quick to anger? 
• What are some examples in the bible of people who were easily provoked?  

What was the result? 
• What comes to mind when you think of these words: Irritable, grouchy, 

angry, quick tempered?  How does this behavior make others feel? 
• What does the phrase, “thinks no evil” mean here?   
• Find an example of someone in the bible who sought revenge.  How did 

that work out? 
• Have you ever known someone who tries to find fault in others?  How does 

that make them feel?  What does that do to relationships with others? 
• What benefit do you think is derived from holding a grudge? 



• Can someone always tell if I am keeping a record of their wrongs?  How 
might that affect me?  How might that affect the relationship I have with 
them? 

 
Does not Rejoice in Iniquity, but Rejoices in Truth 

• What does the word “rejoice” mean here?  Are the two “rejoices” in this 
verse the same?  If not, how do they differ? 

• Define Iniquity.  Give some other examples of where the same word is used 
in the NT. 

• Find an example in the bible where people were rejoicing in evil.  What 
were the results? 

• How should we feel when we witness evil?  
• Is it okay to vicariously enjoy sin as long as we don’t actually do it 

ourselves? 
• “I’m glad he finally got what he had coming!”  Comment on this statement.  
• How might pride enter into this way of thinking?  Whose sin are we focused 

on? 
• Where would we be if God rejoiced in our failures? 
• Have you ever wished harm to someone who harmed you?  How might that 

affect our relationship with others? 
• Define truth in this passage.  Give some examples of how this word is used 

in other passages. 
• What is meant by “Rejoicing in Truth”? 
• Give an example in the bible of someone rejoicing in truth.  What were the 

results? 
• What effect might rejoicing in truth have on others around us?   

 
Bears All Things, Believes All Things 

• Define the word “bears” as used in this passage. 
• Comment on 1 Pe 4:8. How might this relate? 
• When we love someone, how might we perceive their faults?  How might 

we respond to the faults of those we love?  
• How does this relate to the way in which we are instructed by Christ to 

handle offences in the church?  See Mat 18:15-17 
• How is patience affected by love?  See Lu 17:4 
• Give an example of someone in the bible who patiently bore with the faults 

of another to help them repent.  What were the results? 



• Define the word “believes” as used in this passage. 
• How might love change our expectation of goodness in others?  
• Does showing confidence in others change our relationship with them?     
• Find an example in the bible of someone who showed confidence in 

another in a time of weakness.  What were the results? 
• “I gave him the benefit of the doubt”. Comment on this statement.  How 

might it relate to this passage? 
• How might Lu 15:11-32 relate to the idea of believing all things?  

 
Hopes All Things, Endures All Things 

• Define the word “hopes” in this passage.   
• If we love someone, how does that change our expectations for their 

future? 
• Comment on Gal 3:1-3.  How does hope relate to this verse? 
• Ro 5:7-8. God did not give up on us.  If we love others the way God loves us, 

how will that change the way we think about them? 
• Define the word “endures” in this passage. 
• How does love change our perspective on enduring injustice or 

persecution?  
• Mat 18:21-35.  Comment on this passage.  How does this relate?  
• Can love increase our capacity to endure? 
• Give an example in the bible of someone who patiently endured 

persecution or suffering at the hands of others.  What were the results?   
• Ro 8:18. Suffering is temporary, Love is forever. 

 
 
 
Love Never Fails 

• Review the context of Paul’s address to the Corinthians in chapters 12 and 
13.   

• What does the phrase “never fails” mean in this passage?   
• In the context of Paul’s address, why was it important to compare love to 

prophecies, speaking in tongues, and miraculous knowledge? 
• What does this say about the importance of agape love to the Christian? 
• Review and summarize all of the characteristics of agape love we have 

studied in I Cor 13.   



• How might this definition of love differ from how the world defines it? 
• Does this kind of agape love come naturally to us? 
• What is our motivation to love? 
• How might we develop this kind of love more fully?  Comment on 2 Peter 

1:3-7 
• Is it possible to be “Christ-like” without learning to love?  Comment on 1 Jn 

3:23 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 

 
 
 


